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III
Eighteenth Century Economics

Name: ______________________________    Period:  1   2    5    6 

More Modern Than Not?

Unit 3, Class 2 & 3

Purpose: Does one event or “discovery” have the ability to 
change sociaty alone?

Part One: Agricutlure or Big Fat Cow is 
NOT an Insult
_____ 1. All of the following contributed to increased 
agricultural production in western Europe in the 17th 
and 18th centuries except
 a. the introduction of new crops to rotate, such as  
   turnips, potatoes and clover.
 b. selective breeding of livestock.
 c. programs to distribute state lands to landless   
  peasants.
 d. drainage of marshlands.
 e. increased use of fertilizers.
_____ 2. The agricultural revolution was first mani-
fested in
 a. England.
 b. the Low Countries.
 c. Sweden.
 d. North America.
 e. France.
_____ 3. The most prevalent system of land usage in 
Europe in the early modern era was known as the
 a. estate system.
 b. tenant system.
 c. fallow-rotational system.
 d. open-field system.
 e. two field system.
_____ 4. The impact of the 19th century Parliamentary 
Enclosure Acts on English peasants has long been the 
subject of hot debate among historians.  The authors of 
this text conclude that
 a. enclosure was a disaster for English peasants,   
  driving them off their land and leaving them   
  destitute.
 b. the enclosure of common lands did make the   
  rural poor entirely dependent on wage labor   
  and alms, but did not drive down peasant   
  living standards as a whole.
 c. enclosure caused peasants to reduce their fertility  
  and stabilized population growth in England.
 d. enclosure benefited almost all peasants.
 e. enclosure had little impact on most peasants.

•What problems faced peasants in the 17th 
century?  What solutions were proposed and 
attempted?
•What did it take for an 18th centruy peasant 
family to survive?
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Part Two: Population or One Goes Down, the Other Up

_____ 1. The major reason for the disappearance of the 
bubonic plague from western and central Europe after 
the early 1700’s was
 a. the discovery of an effective vaccine against the  
  disease.
 b. the breakdown in trade between Europe and   
  India, where the plague was endemic.
 c. the brown rat’s displacement of the black rat   
  from ecological niches in Europe.
 d. rat extermination campaigns by urban    
  governments.
 e. widespread quarantining of plaque victims.

_____ 2. Early public health measures that may have 
helped reduce death rates in 18th century Europe in-
cluded all of the following except
 a. drainage of swamps.
 b. inoculation against smallpox in England.
 c. discovery of an effective vaccine against the   
  bubonic plague.
 d. improved urban sewage systems.
 e. cleaner water supplies.

_____ 3. Before 1700, the total European population
 a. followed an irregular cycle of slow growth.
 b. always grew too fast.
 c. grew steadily and moderately.
 d. followed a cyclical pattern of steady decline.
 e. had been constant for centuries.

•Account for the dramatic population increase 
in Europe in the 18th century.
•What were the limits on population growth 
prior to the 18th century?
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Part Three: Proto-Industrialization or Putting Out Products

_____ 1. The term spinster referred to
 a. a widowed or unmarried woman who spun cloth  
  for a living.
 b. the putting-out merchant.
 c. the wife of a weaver.
 d. a female member of a textile guild.
 e. a female textile factory operative.

_____ 2. All of the following were shortcomings of the 
putting-out system from the capitalists’ point of view 
except
 a. bottlenecks in the production process.
 b. rigid production techniques.
 c. poor quality control.
 d. disputes with workers over weights of materials  
  delivered and quality of the cloth produced.
 e. difficulty making workers produce steadily.

_____ 3. For cottage workers, “holy Monday” was
 a. payday.
 b. the delivery day for raw materials.
 c. a day spent at church.
 d. the due date for the previous week’s work.
 e. a day of relaxation.

_____ 4. Probably the most important competitive ad-
vantage of the putting-out system was its
 a. cheap labor costs.
 b. unregulated production techniques.
 c. support of the guilds.
 d. responsiveness to demand.
 e. highly skilled labor.

•Describe the manufacture of textiles in the cot-
tage
•How did the “putting out” system work in the 
European countryside?
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Part Four: Economic Development or Keep Yer Hans off My Stuff

_____ 1. According to Adam Smith, the duties of govern-
ment included all of the following except
 a. defense against foreign invasion.
 b. maintenance of civil order.
 c. sponsorship of certain indispensable 
  public works.
 d. pursuit of policies favorable to large-scale   
  manufacturing and commerce.
 e. maintaining a court system.

_____ 2. The Navigation Acts were a form of economic 
warfare that initially targeted the
 a. Dutch.
 b. French.
 c. Spanish.
 d. colonists.
 e. Swedes.

_____ 3. After 1700, Spain
 a. began losing chunks of her American empire to  
  Britain.
 b. recovered from the late 17th century crisis and 
  help on to her American empire.
 c. acquired Brazil from Portugal.
 d. abandoned California.
 e. withdrew from the slave trade.

_____ 4. According to Adam Smith, harmony and prog-
ress would result from
 a. laws to regulate economic behavior.
 b. the decline of warfare and improved health care.
 c. the government’s maintenance of civil order and  
  public works.
 d. the pursuit of self-interest in a 
  competitive market.
 e. the abolition of all taxes.

•Would Adam Smith be considered an 
“economic liberal” in the 21st century? 
Explain.
•Summarize the relationship among Euro-
pean nations in terms of mid-Atlantic trade.


